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COMMISSION  ON  FAITH  AND  ORDER 
Geneva,  1967 


WORKING  COMMITTEE  MINUTES 


The  Faith  and  Order  Working  Committee  met  twice  in  connection  with 
the  meeting  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  at  Bristol  (July  29  - 
August  9).  As  business  was  closely  related  to  the  matters  discussed 
by  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission,  this  account  needs  to  be  read  togeth- 
er with  the  minutes  of  the  Commission  meeting  (Faith  and  Order  Paper  no. 
50  New  Directions  in  Faith  and  Order  Bristol  1967). 

I . Minutes  of  the  first  Meeting  on  July  29,  1967 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Working  Committee  was  held  on  Saturday, 
July  29,  1967  at  Clifton  Hill  House,  Bristol,  England. 

Attendance 


The  following  were  present: 


Officers : 


Members ; 


Proxy: 
Staff : 


Co-opted: 


The  Rt.  Rev.  0.  S.  TOMKINS,  Bishop  of  Bristol, 
Chairman 

Professor  P.S.  MINEAR,  Chairman  of  the  Commission 

The  Rev.  R.  E.  DAVIES 
Professor  E.  R.  FAIRWEATHER 
Professor  R.  MEHL 
Professor  J.  R.  NELSON 
Professor  P.  E.  PERSSON 
Canon  H.  A.  E.  SAWYERR 
Professor  E.  SCHLINK 
Professor  J.E.  SKOGLUND 
Professor  K.  E.  SKYDSGAARD 
Professor  J.  SMOLIK 

The  Rt.  Rev.  C.  H.  W.  DE  SOYSA,  Bishop  of  Colombo 
Dr.  T.  M.  TAYLOR 

Professor  J.  C.  HAY  (for  Professor  D.  W.  HAY) 

The  Rev.  R.  GROSCURTH 
Dr.  M.  B.  HANDSPICKER 
Dr.  L.  VISCHER 

The  Rev.  P.  COLEMAN 


Apologies 

Apologies  for  absence  were  received  from: 
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Principal  CHAMPION,  Metropolitan  CHRYSOSTOMOS , Professor  CHITESCU, 
Professor  FLOROVSKY,  Professor  HAY,  Dr.  JACOB,  Professor  McCAUGHEY, 
The  Rev.  J.  MIGUEZ-BONINO,  Professor  OUTLER,  Bishop  SARKISSIAN, 
and  Professor  SUTLER. 

Opening  of  the  Meeting 

The  Chairman  (the  Bishop  of  Bristol)  opened  the  meeting  with 
prayer  at  9.15  a.m. 

Minutes 


The  minutes  of  the  meeting  held  at  Zagorsk  in  1966  were  adopted 
and  signed. 

Agenda  for  the  Meeting  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  (July  29  - 

August  9) 

Dr.  VISCHER  presented  the  general  outline  of  the  programme  to  be 
followed  at  the  Commission  meeting  which  was  to  start  the  following 
day,  and  the  programme  was  AGREED. 

Nominations 


Dr.  T.  M.  TAYLOR,  chairman  of  the  Sub- committee  on  Nominations 
which  had  been  appointed  at  the  previous  meeting  presented  his  report. 
The  Sub- committee  consisted  of  the  following  members:  Principal 
CHAMPION,  Professor  MINEAR,  Professor  SMOLIK,  the  BISHOP  OF  BRISTOL, 

Dr.  VISCHER  and  Dr.  TAYLOR.  Bishop  SARKISSIAN  had  been  sent  documents 
and  correspondence,  but  had  not  been  able  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the 
Sub-committee  held  at  Bristol.  The  Sub-committee  had  dealt  with  (a) 
Nominations  for  officers  of  the  Commission,  and  (b)  Recommendations 
concerning  names  to  be  presented  to  the  Nominations  Committee  of  the 
Assembly  at  Uppsala  regarding  future  members  of  the  Faith  and  Order 
Commission. 

(a)  Officers 


A poll  had  been  taken  of  members  of  the  Sub- committee  concerning 
nominations  for  a Chairman  of  the  Commission,  Professor  MINEAR  having 
expressed  his  desire  to  retire;  a further  poll  was  taken  of  members 
of  the  Working  Committee  with  regard  to  the  nomination  of  a Chairman 
of  the  Working  Committee,  since  the  BISHOP  OF  BRISTOL  also  wished  to 
retire.  The  Nominations  Sub- commit tee  decided  to  suggest  to  the 
Working  Committee  the  following  nominations  for  officers  of  the 
Commission: 

Chairman  of  the  Commission:  Bishop  H.  H.  HARMS,  Evangelical  Church 

in  Germany:  Lutheran,  Germany 


Vice-chairmen  of  the  Commission: 


Metropolitan  CHRYSOSTOMOS  of  Myra,  Ecumenical  Patriarchate  of 
Constantinople,  Turkey 

Professor  J.  D.  McCAUGHEY,  Presbyterian  Church  of  Australia 

Professor  J.  MEYENDORFF,  Russian  Orthodox  Greek  Catholic 
Church  of  North  America,  U.S.A. 

The  Rt.  Rev.  C.  H.  W.  DE  SOYSA,  Bishop  of  Colombo,  Church  of 
India,  Pakistan,  Burma  and  Ceylon,  Ceylon 

Chairman  of  the  Working  Committee: 

Professor  J.  R.  NELSON,  Methodist  Church,  U.S.A. 

After  some  discussion  it  was  agreed  to  present  this  list  to  the  Commi- 
ssion for  further  consideration  and  action  (see  the  Minutes  of  the 
Commission  on  Faith  and  Order,  Paper  no.  50,  pp.  97-98). 

(b ) Recommendations  for  future  Commission  membership 

Dr.  TAYLOR  reported  that  some  20  members  of.  the  Commission  had 
indicated  their  desire  or  willingness  to  resign.  The  Sub- committee  had 
suggested  that  they  should  be  replaced  at  the  WCC  Assembly  in  1968  when 
the  whole  Commission  is  to  be  re-elected.  The  Sub- committee  had  pro- 
posed that  the  Working  Committee  should  submit  to  members  of  the  Commi- 
ssion as  early  as  possible  during  the  Bristol  meeting  a tentative  con- 
fidentail  list  of  nominees  for  Commission  membership,  inviting  comments 
and  suggestions.  The  Sub- committee  should  then  be  authorized  to  pre- 
pare, in  the  light  of  such  comments  and  suggestions,  a list  of  nominees, 
and  clearance  from  their  respective  churches  as  to  their  acceptability, 
for  presentation  to  the  Assembly's  Nominations  Committee  at  Uppsala. 

The  Sub-committee  also  proposed  that  in  view  of  the  facts  (1)  that 
the  WCC  now  has  well  over  200  member  churches,  (2)  that  Roman  Catholics 
are  now  taking  a much  greater  part  in  ecumenical  work,  and  (3)  that 
conservative  evangelicals  are  showing  increasing  ecumenical  interest, 
consideration  should  be  given  to  the  question  of  increasing  the  member- 
ship of  the  Commission  to  a maximum  of  150,  so  that  non- member  churches 
could  be  more  fairly  represented. 

This  report  was  then  discussed  and  it  was  agreed  to  follow  the 
recommendation  of  the  Sub- committee  that  a full  confidential  list  of 
suggested  names  should  be  circulated  at  Bristol  for  comments,  and  that 
on  the  basis  of  these  comments  and  suggestions  a list  should  be  prepared 
for  submission  to  the  WCC  Assembly  at  Uppsala.  The  BISHOP  OF  BRISTOL 
stressed  the  importance  of  ensuring  that  each  member  proposed  was  accep- 
table to  his  or  her  church.  As  this  process  took  some  time  it  was  nec- 
essary to  get  a list  drawn  up  as  soon  as  possible. 
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The  question  of  increasing  the  membership  of  the  Commission  was 
also  discussed  at  some  length.  Dr.  TAYLOR  pointed  out  that  since  the 
membership  of  the  WCC  had  increased  to  well  over  200,  it  was  becoming 
increasingly  difficult  to  ensure  fair  balance  geographically  and  con- 
fessionally  on  the  Commission.  An  increase  in  the  maximum  number  of 
places  available  would  mean  that  more  places  could  be  given  to  repre- 
sentatives of  non-member  churches,  without  decreasing  the  representa- 
tion of  theologians  from  member  churches.  Professor  MINEAR  added  that 
the  increase  to  150  was  suggested  in  order  to  avoid  piecemeal  altera- 
tions to  the  Constitution  over  the  next  few  years.  It  would  probably 
be  neither  possible  nor  wise  to  increase  the  membership  of  the  Commiss- 
ion immediately  to  150,  but  if  this  maximum  number  were  written  into 
the  constitution,  then  there  would  be  room  for  a gradual  expansion 
during  the  years  between  Uppsala  and  the  next  Assembly.  Professor 
SKYDSGAARD  pointed  out  that  with  a larger  Commission  it  would  be  more 
than  ever  necessary  to  have  particularly  well-qualified  members  on  the 
Working  Committee  and  hoped  that  some  consideration  would  be  given  to 
Working  Committee  membership  as  well. 

In  discussion  of  the  question  of  possible  Roman  Catholic  member- 
ship of  the  Commission,  the  BISHOP  OF  BRISTOL  pointed  out  that  it  was 
now  becoming  increasingly  important  to  have  adequate  Roman  Catholic 
representation  in  order  to  avoid  unnecessary  duplication  of  work. 

Dr.  TAYLOR  said  that  the  Sub- committee  had  considered  it  important 
that  the  representation  both  of  Orthodox  churches  and  of  churches  in 
Asia,  Africa,  Latin  America  and  the  Pacific  should  be  proportionately 
increased,  and  this  needed  to  be  borne  in  mind  when  considering  the  re- 
vision of  the  Commission's  membership. 

Several  members  stressed  the  need  for  keeping  a proper  balance 
between  representatives  of  member  churches  and  non- member  churches  and 
it  was  suggested  that  a formal  record  should  be  made  in  the  minutes  that 
if  the  membership  of  the  Commission  were  to  be  raised  to  150,  the  Work- 
ing Committee  considered  that  not  less  than  110  places  should  be  given 
to  representatives  of  member  churches.  Some  members  thought  that  such 
a proviso  should  be  written  into  the  Constitution,  but  it  was  eventually 
decided  that  this  might  give  the  impression  of  wanting  to  encourage  non- 
membership. It  was  finally  AGREED  to  accept  the  recommendations  of  the 
Nominations  Sub- committee,  and  to  present  its  report  to  the  Commission  in 
the  name  of  the  Working  Committee,  together  with  the  recommendation  that 
the  Commission  should  make  a formal  record  of  the  proviso  concerning  the 
number  of  places  to  be  reserved  for  representatives  of  member  churches. 

Staff 

The  CHAIRMAN  reported  that  Dr.  M.  B.  Handspicker  would  be  leaving 
the  staff  at  the  end  of  August  on  his  appointment  to  a teaching  post  at 
Andover  Newton  Theological  Seminary,  and  it  was  accordingly  necessary 


- 6 - 


to  find  a replacement  for  him  on  the  Secretariat  as  soon  as  possible. 

Dr.  VISCHER  expressed  the  regrets  of  the  Faith  and  Order  staff  at  his 
leaving  and  thanked  him  for  the  services  he  had  given  over  the  past 
four  years.  Dr.  VISCHER  also  paid  tribute  to  the  valuable  assistance 
given  during  the  past  eighteen  months  by  Pastor  REINHARD  GROSCURTH,  and 
said  that  Faith  and  Order  owed  much  gratitude  to  the  E.K.D.  for  their 
willingness  to  continue  responsibility  for  financing  his  appointment 
for  a further  year  to  February  1969.  They  had,  however,  expressed  the 
hope  that  after  the  Uppsala  Assembly  the  WCC  would  see  its  way  to  taking 
this  appointment  on  to  its  regular  budget.  However,  Dr.  VISCHER  feared 
that  in  view  of  the  rather  considerable  deficit  which  the  WCC  had  incu- 
rred there  would  be  some  reluctance  to  establish  this  fourth  post  on  the 
Faith  and  Order  staff.  The  possibility  was  therefore  not  excluded  that 
we  might  find  ourselves  with  less  staff  resources  in  1969. 

Various  names  were  then  put  forward  for  consideration,  and  it  was 
decided  to  continue  investigations  during  the  course  of  the  meeting  at 
Bristol,  if  possible  interviewing  any  possible  candidates  who  might  be 
able  to  attend  during  that  period,  in  the  hope  of  being  able  to  draw  up 
a short  list  in  order  of  preference. 

Relations  with  World  Families  of  Churches 


Dr.  VISCHER  reminded  the  Committee  of  the  decision  taken  at  Zagorsk 
(page  18  of  the  Minutes)  to  invite  fraternal  delegates  from  world  con- 
fessional organizations  to  the  Commission  meeting  at  Bristol.  Invita- 
tions had  been  issued,  and  eight  such  delegates  were  expected.  It  was 
hoped  that  there  would  be  an  opportunity  during  the  meeting  to  bring 
this  group  together  to  discuss  how  Faith  and  Order  studies  undertaken  by 
the  confessional  bodies  could  be  co-ordinated  in  the  future.  A general 
discussion  then  followed  concerning  the  study  work  of  these  organiza- 
tions. Professor  PERSSON  pointed  out  that  some  confessional  bodies 
had  already  begun  bilateral  discussions  with  Roman  Catholics,  and  won- 
dered how  far  there  was  co-ordination  between  these  discussions  and 
those  which  the  World  Council  was  having  with  the  Roman  Catholics.  Dr. 
VISCHER  reported  that  for  the  past  five  years  there  had  been  an  annual 
meeting  of  the  Executive  Secretaries  of  world  families  of  churches. 

These  meetings  had  provided  an  opportunity  for  some  co-ordination.  Nev- 
ertheless, not  all  the  theological  commissions  of  the  various  organizati- 
ons were  fully  aware  of  the  co-ordination  problems  involved,  and  there 
still  remained  a good  deal  to  be  done  in  this  respect.  In  reply  to  a 
question  from  Professor  NELSON  concerning  the  availability  of  informa- 
tion about  the  various  studies  pursued  by  the  different  confessional 
organizations.  Dr.  HANDSPICKER  drew  attention  to  the  list  of  such  stud- 
ies given  in  the  Division  of  Studies  journal  Study  Encounter  which  was 
kept  up  to  date  by  a duplicated  list  available  from  Hr.  Hayward. 


Discussions  between  Chalcedonian  and  Non-Chalcedonian  Orthodox  Churches 
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Dr.  VISCHER  reminded  members  of  the  Working  Committee  that  the 
first  unofficial  meeting  between  members  of  the  Eastern  Orthodox 
( Chalcedonian)  and  the  Oriental  Orthodox  (non-Chalcedonian)  Churches 
had  been  held  at  Aarhus  in  1964.  The  report  of  this  meeting  had  been 
sent  to  all  Orthodox  churches  for  comment,  and  had  in  general  been  well 
received,  so  that  it  was  finally  decided  to  continue  with  these  talks. 

A further  study  meeting  (July  25  - 29,  1967)  was  therefore  held  at 
Bristol  at  the  University,  at  which  the  discussion  had  centred  around 
the  theological  problem  of  the  two  wills  and  the  two  energies.  Some 
time  was  also  devoted  to  the  more  formal  problems  of  reunion  (recogni- 
tion of  Councils,  acceptance  of  saints,  etc.).  As  after  the  meeting  at 
Aarhus,  the  papers  and  minutes  will  be  published  in  the  Greek  Orthodox 
Theological  Review.  It  was  hoped  that  further  meetings  would  be  held, 
and  that  these  would  prepare  the  way  for  later  official  talks  between 
the  churches  concerned. 

Lutheran/Reformed  Conversations 


Dr.  VISCHER  gave  an  account  of  the  present  position  regarding  these 
conversations.  Provisional  conclusions  had  been  reached  and  a report 
adopted  at  a meeting  in  April.  Both  the  Lutheran  World  Federation  and 
the  World  Alliance  of  Reformed  Churches  had  co-operated  closely  in  sub- 
mitting the  report  to  their  constituent  churches  with  a request  for 
advice  as  to  how  the  talks  should  be  continued  in  the  future.  Replies 
were  expected  at  the  end  of  1967,  and  a group  would  then  be  set  up  to 
co-ordinate  these  replies.  Both  the  Lutheran  World  Federation  and  the 
World  Alliance  of  Reformed  Churches  had  been  asked  to  pass  a resolution 
authorizing  the  appointment  of  a small  committee  to  consider  the  replies 
together  with  Faith  and  Order  and  to  propose  further  steps  to  the 
churches . 

These  conversations  had  however,  been  confined  to  Europe,  and  one 
of  the  main  problems  was  how  they  should  be  related  to  the  conversations 
between  Lutheran  and  Reformed  churches  in  other  continents.  In  North 
America,  for  example,  Lutherans  and  Reformed  had  also  been  engaged  in 
conversations,  but  these  had  followed  a somewhat  different  course.  The 
Lutheran  World  Federation  and  the  World  Alliance  of  Reformed  Churches 
were  now  considering  what  bearing  all  these  conversations  had  on  the 
relation  between  the  world  organizations.  Preliminary  conclusions  were 
emerging.  Both  the  Lutheran  World  Federation  and  the  World  Alliance  of 
Reformed  Churches  were  anxious  that  Faith  and  Order  should  continue  to 
have  some  part  in  these  conversations;  and  although  it  now  seemed 
essential  that  more  and  more  of  the  preparatory  administrative  work 
involved  should  fall  to  the  two  confessional  organizations  concerned, 
Faith  and  Order  should  be  prepared  to  give  such  help  and  encouragement 
as  appeared  to  be  necessary. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed,  Dr.  TAYLOR  gave  a brief  account 
of  the  talks  that  had  been  going  on  in  North  America,  and  said  that  the 
present  series  of  conversations  had  been  brought  to  a conclusion  with 


- 8 - 


the  publication  of  a book  of  findings  entitled  Marburg  Revisited  (J.  I. 
McCord  and  P.  C.  Empie,  Augsburg  Publishing  House,  1966).  It  was 
finally  AGREED  to  recommend  that  conversations  should  be  encouraged  to 
continue. 

Roman  Catholic  Relations 


Dr.  Vischer  reported  on  the  work  that  had  been  done  since  the  mee- 
ting at  Zagorsk.  The  first  report  of  the  Joint  Working  Group  between 
the  WCC  and  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  to  the  Central  Committee  (1965) 
suggested  several  areas  of  co-operation,  one  of  which  was  Faith  and 
Order.  A Joint  Theological  Commission  had  been  established  and  the 
theme  Catholicity  and  Apostolicity  was  assigned  to  it.  The  Commission 
had  its  first  meeting  from  May  2o  - 24,  1967,  in  Nemi  near  Rome.  It 
decided  to  prepare  a study  document  for  wide  circulation.  This  would 
probably  require  some  time  to  accomplish.  In  connection  with  the 
Week  of  Prayer  a consultation  had  been  held  between  the  Secretariat  for 
Christian  Unity  and  the  Faith  and  Order  Secretariat,  and  it  had  been 
agreed  that  each  year  a team  of  representatives  from  Roman  Catholic 
centres  and  from  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  should  prepare  the  basic 
material  for  the  Week  of  Prayer  leaflet.  The  Roman  Catholics  were  now 
pressing  for  other  joint  studies  to  be  undertaken,  including  one  on  her- 
meneutics. This  raised  the  problem  of  duplication  in  this  study  work. 
Professor  MINEAR  reported  that  the  Commission  on  Catholicity  and  Apos- 
tolicity had  held  a useful  meeting  and  had  agreed  that  their  work  should 
also  include  a study  of  the  papacy.  He  emphasized  that  one  of  the  main 
problems  was  that  so  much  was  expected  of  these  small  groups  of  busy 
people  within  such  a short  time,  and  it  was  essential  that  Faith  and 
Order  work  should  be  expanded  in  greater  depth  in  order  to  avoid  frus- 
tration. In  certain  studies  full-time  work  was  necessary  with  ample 
research  facilities. 

In  answer  to  a question  from  Dr.  TAYLOR  concerning  the  participa- 
tion of  Roman  Catholic  observers  in  Faith  and  Order  study  groups  since 
the  Montreal  Conference,  Dr.  VISCHER  said  that  Roman  Catholics  had  taken 
part  in  most  of  the  studies,  with  the  exception  of  the  Patristic  Study 
Group  and  the  study  on  the  Councils  of  the  Early  Church,  which  had 
already  been  started  with  equal  numbers  of  Orthodox  and  Western  parti- 
cipants, and  into  which  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  bring  Roman 
Catholic  members  who  had  not  been  involved  from  the  beginning.  Roman 
Catholics  were , however , being  invited  to  take  part  in  the  new  studies 
as  they  were  set  up. 

Ecumenical  Research  Institute 


Dr.  VISCHER  spoke  of  the  attempts  made  to  obtain  financial  support 
from  various  private  foundations  for  the  setting  up  of  an  ecumenical 
research  institute.  Up  to  the  time  of  the  Zagorsk  meeting  there  had 
still  been  some  hope  of  getting  money,  but  the  requests  had  failed  and 
there  was  at  present  no  hope  of  being  able  to  set  up  the  Institute. 
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There  had,  however,  been  some  correspondence  between  the  Lutheran 
Institute  for  Ecumenical  Research  at  Strasbourg  and  the  WCC;  and  the 
Board  of  the  Lutheran  Institute  had  suggested  there  should  be  closer 
relations  with  the  World  Council.  A recent  letter  from  Bishop 
Dietzfelbinger  had  suggested  that  the  WCC  should  have  an  associated 
research  fellow  attached  to  the  staff  of  the  Institute  at  Strasbourg, 
and  that  it  should  be  represented  on  the  Board  of  the  Foundation  by 
a consultative  member.  This  proposal  had  been  discussed  in  the  Staff 
Executive  Group  at  Geneva,  and  the  general  opinion  was  that  this  pro- 
posal should  be  accepted  on  condition  that  the  financial  means  can  be 
found.  It  was  suggested  that  the  Faith  and  Order  Working  Committee 
should  be  asked  to  discuss  the  proposal,  on  the  understanding  that 
acceptance  of  the  generous  offer  made  by  the  Lutheran  Institute  should 
not  prejudice  the  WCC's  future  efforts  for  an  independent  ecumenical 
research  institute. 

In  the  ensuing  discussion  Professor  SCHLINK  expressed  the  hope  that 
the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  would  not  give  up  the  plan  to  set  up  its 
own  independent  research  institute.  Professor  MINEAR  urged  that  the 
Working  Committee  should  be  fully  aware  of  the  long-term  consequences  if 
Faith  and  Order  were  to  find  itself  unable  to  finance  full-time  research 
work  of  this  kind.  Without  a proper  research  institute  Faith  and  Order 
would  find  it  difficult  to  respond  to  new  developments  and  opportunities. 
Not  only  was  there  no  money  for  a research  institute,  but  financial  con- 
siderations appeared  to  make  it  impossible  to  consider  any  further  incr- 
ease in  staff.  He  suggested  that  a partial  solution  to  this  problem 
might  be  found  if  the  world  confessional  organizations  were  to  appoint 
theological  secretaries  who  would  work  part-time  for  their  own  denomi- 
national body  and  part-time  for  Faith  and  Order,  with  particular  resp- 
onsibility for  the  co-ordination  of  the  various  studies  being  carried 
out  by  their  denominational  body  with  those  of  Faith  and  Order.  Dr. 
VISCHER  suggested  that  this  could  perhaps  be  taken  up  with  the  fraternal 
delegates  from  the  world  confessional  organizations  present  at  Bristol, 
and  the  matter  could  also  be  put  on  the  agenda  of  the  appropriate  Sec- 
tion at  the  Commission  meeting. 

After  some  further  discussion  the  BISHOP  OF  BRISTOL  proposed  that 
the  Working  Committee  should  recommend  the  acceptance  of  the  Strasbourg 
Institute's  offer,  both  with  regard  to  Board  membership  and  to  a research 
fellow  to  be  attached  to  its  staff  who  would  be  particularly  concerned 
with  research  in  Faith  and  Order  subjects;  at  the  same  time  making  it 
clear  that  the  Working  Committee  still  hoped  that  it  would  at  some  stage 
be  possible  for  the  World  Council  to  have  a research  institute  of  its 
own.  This  was  AGREED. 

Budget 

Dr.  HANDSPICKER  gave  some  indication  of  the  resources  available  for 
the  Faith  and  Order  study  programme.  He  also  mentioned  the  Programme 
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Projects  Fund,  which  was  coming  to  be  of  increasing  value  for  the  fin- 
ancing of  study  projects,  since  the  money  in  it  could  be  earmarked  by 
the  donors  for  specific  purposes  and  did  not  revert  to  the  WCC's  gener- 
al funds  at  the  end  of  the  financial  year.  Funds  in  the  general  bud- 
get were  extremely  limited  and  it  had  only  been  possible  to  carry  out 
the  study  programme  recommended  at  Aarhus  with  help  from  the  Division 
of  Studies  and  from  individual  churches.  Dr.  HANDSPICKER  urged  that 
in  planning  studies  close  attention  should  be  given  to  the  financing 
of  them;  regional  groups  as  well  as  international  ones  needed  money  to 
do  their  work  properly,  for  travel,  secretarial  help,  postage,  station- 
ery, etc.  He  pointed  out  that  the  entire  budget  for  the  whole  of  the 
WCC,  including  salaries,  all  administrative  expenses  at  headquarters  and 
all  activities  carried  or  by  the  WCC,  amounted  to  less  than  one  million 
dollars;  many  individual  denominations  in  the  U.S.A.  had  a higher  in- 
come than  this,  and  he  hoped  that  member  churches  at  the  Assembly  would 
give  serious  consideration  to  this.  In  the  meantime,  members  of  the 
Commission  and  Working  Committee  could  do  much  to  explain  the  position 
to  their  respective  churches. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned  at  12.45  p.ra.  The  CHAIRMAN  announ- 
ced that  the  next  meeting  would  be  held  on  the  morning  of  Wednesday, 
August  9th. 


II.  Minutes  of  the  second  Meeting  on  August  9,  1967 

The  Working  Committee  held  a second  meeting  on  Wednesday,  August 
9,  1967  at  Clifton  Hill  House,  Bristol,  to  consider  the  work  of  the 
Commission  meeting. 

Attendance 


The  following  were  present: 

Officers : The  Rt . Rev.  0.  S.  TOMKINS,  Bishop  of  Bristol, 

retiring  Chairman 

Professor  J.  R.  NELSON,  new  Chairman 
Professor  P.  S.  MINEAR,  retiring  Chairman  of  the 
Commission 

Members;  Principal  L.  G.  CHAMPION 

Professor  N.  CHITESCU 
The  Rev.  R.  E.  DAVIES 
Professor  E.  R.  FAIFWEATHER 
Professor  G.  FLOROVSKY 
Professor  W.  F.  GROFF,  new  member 
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The  Rev.  S,  NOMENYO,  new  member 
Professor  P.  E.  PERSSON 
Canon  H.  A.  E.  SAWYER R 
Professor  J.  SMOLIK 

The  Rt.  Rev.  C.  H.  W.  DE  SOYSA,  Bishop  of  Colombo 
Dr.  T.  M.  TAYLOR 

Proxy:  Professor  J.  C.  HAY  (for  Professor  D.  W.  HAY) 

Staff:  Archpriest  V.  BOROVOY 

The  Rev.  R.  GROSCURTH 
Dr.  M.  B.  HANDSPICKER 
Dr.  L.  VISCHER 

Apologies 

Apologies  for  absence  were  received  from: 

Professor  SCHLINK  and  Professor  SKYDSGAARD. 

Opening  of  the  Meeting 

At  the  request  of  the  new  Chairman  of  the  Working  Committee, 
Professor  NELSON,  the  chair  at  this  meeting  was  taken  by  the  outgoing 
Chairman,  the  BISHOP  OF  BRISTOL,  who  opened  the  meeting  at  9.15  a.m.  and 
invited  Professor  NELSON  to  lead  in  prayer. 

Welcomes 

The  Bishop  then  extended  the  Working  Committee's  congratulations 
and  good  wishes  to  Professor  NELSON  on  his  appointment  as  the  new  Chair- 
man, and  also  welcomed  Professor  GROFF  and  Mr.  NOMENYO,  two  of  the  mem- 
bers newly  elected  to  the  Working  Committee. 


Survey  of  the  Commission  meeting  and  Section  reports 

(1)  Statement  on  Catholicity 

It  was  reported  that  the  revised  version  of  this  document  had  been 
prepared  and  would  be  presented  to  the  Central  Committee  by  Principal 
CHANDRAN.  Having  received  approval  by  the  Central  Committee  it  was  to 
be  published  together  with  the  other  preparatory  Assembly  Section  docu- 
ments. 

(2)  Report  of  Section  I (God  in  Nature  and  History)^ 


1)  The  text  of  the  Section  reports  can  be  found  in  the  minutes  of  the 
Commission  meeting.  New  Directions  in  Faith  and  Order  Bristol  1967 
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Professor  NELSON  pointed  out  that  this  was  one  of  the  studies  for 
which  very  little  detailed  planning  for  the  future  had  been  done,  and 
asked  if  any  proposals  had  been  made.  Dr.  VISCHER  explained  that  this 
study  had  in  fact  been  financed  by  the  Division  of  Studies,  and  as  fut- 
ure developments  depended  on  that  Division,  little  detailed  planning 
could  be  done  independently  by  Faith  and  Order. 

Professor  FLOROVSKY  noted  that  no  historians  were  mentioned  in  the 
recommendation  concerning  this  study  - only  sociologists,  anthropolo- 
gists and  philosophers,  and  hoped  that  this  would  be  remedied.  Prof- 
essor GROFF  said  that  this  concern  was  certainly  shared  by  the  members 
of  the  Section,  and  that  this  point  would  be  noted.  Professor  MINEAR 
thought  that  Professor  Berkhof  and  Principal  Marsh  who  had  done  so  much 
work  in  connection  with  the  study  might  be  consulted  as  to  the  further 
steps . 

(3)  Report  of  Section  II  (The  Holy  Eucharist) 

Dr.  TAYLOR  reported  that  the  Section  had  been  a very  representa- 
tive one  from  the  confessional  point  of  view,  and  their  recommendation 
concerning  experimentation  with  the  Agape  had  been  unanimous.  The 
dangers  of  it  becoming  either  a bacchanale  or  a substitute  for  the  Eu- 
charist simply  did  not  exist  in  present-day  circumstances.  If  no  ex- 
periments were  ever  allowed,  no  progress  could  ever  be  made.  He  con- 
sidered that  plans  for  this  study  should  also  be  left  flexible  for  the 
present  time.  New  scholars  might  be  brought  in  for  a consideration  of 
Baptism  in  connection  with  the  Eucharist;  but  the  staff  should  be  left 
fairly  free  to  work  on  this.  Professor  MINEAR  proposed  that  at  its 
next  meeting  the  Working  Committee  might  consider  the  possibility  of 
having  an  Agape  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Commission  in  1970.  It  was 
AGREED  that  this  proposal  be  recorded  in  the  minutes,  and  that  the  mat- 
ter should  be  placed  on  the  agenda  of  the  next  Working  Committee  meet- 
ing. 


1)  The  proposal  of  holding  an  Agape  in  connection  with  the  Uppsala 
Assembly  was  further  discussed  by  the  WCC  Central  Committee  at 
its  meeting  in  Heraklion  (Crete).  Though  many  were  in  favour 
no  unanimity  could  be  reached  and  it  was  felt  unwise  to  proceed 
on  a divided  vote.  The  Central  Committee  made  it  clear,  however, 
that  they  wished  to  encourage  rather  than  discourage  further 
experimentation  - smaller  groups  and  on  less  formal  occasions. 
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The  CHAIRMAN  emphasized  the  importance  of  the  suggestion  made  by 
Section  II  to  produce  a small  booklet  summarizing  the  Faith  and  Order 
consensus  on  the  Eucharist  and  expressed  the  hope  that  it  would  be 
implemented.  Dr.  VISCHER  agreed;  he  suggested  that  the  first  draft 
of  such  a booklet  could  be  submitted  for  discussion  to  the  Theological 
Commission  which  was  to  continue  the  study  on  Baptism  and  the  Eucharist. 
He  proposed  that  this  Commission  should  be  convened  in  the  course  of 
1968.  Dr.  TAYLOR  added  that  some  of  the  material  received  by  the  for- 
mer Theological  Commission  on  the  Eucharist  might  prove  useful  in  the 
preparation  of  such  a booklet.  It  was  AGREED  that  the  staff  should  go 
ahead  with  the  implementation  of  these  suggestions. 

In  order  that  the  Working  Committee  should  be  kept  informed  of  the 
progress  of  study  plans  relating  to  Section  I and  II,  Professor  NELSON 
proposed  that  the  staff  should  send  a memorandum  to  Working  Committee 
members  on  this  subject  later  in  the  year.  This  was  AGREED. 

(4)  Report  of  Section  III  (Ministry  et.al.) 

The  Committee  looked  at  the  general  outline  of  the  Ordination 
study  as  proposed  by  this  Section,  and  suggested  that  Principal 
Champion  might  consult  the  Rev.  John  Weller  about  the  possibility  of 
the  British  Council  of  Churches  for  part  of  this  effort.  Bishop  DE 
SOYSA  confirmed  that  the  work  outlined  for  the  groups  in  C.2-8  was  in- 
tended to  be  closely  connected  with  the  church  union  negotiations  going 
on  in  those  areas.  The  leaders  of  these  groups  would  form  the  nucleus 
of  an  international  theological  commission. 

With  regard  to  the  proposed  study  on  Freedom  and  Authority  in  the 
Church,  Professor  MINEAR  offered  to  investigate  the  possibility  of  pro- 
ducing a symposium  of  essays  on  this  subject,  with  both  Roman  Catholic 
and  Protestant  contributors,  which  might  be  available  in  about  two 
years'  time  and  could  form  the  basis  for  the  work  of  a study  group.  It 
was  AGREED  that  Professor  MINEAR  be  asked  to  go  into  this. 

Dr.  VISCHER  reported  on  the  present  state  of  the  study  on  Spirit, 
Order  and  Organization.  A number  of  case  studies  were  needed,  and 
funds  were  being  sought  to  implement  these. 

(5)  Report  of  Section  IV  (Scripture  and  Tradition) 

Dr.  TAYLOR  urged  the  continuation  of  the  study  on  hermeneutics, 
which  he  felt  was  most  valuable.  The  BISHOP  OF  BRISTOL  agreed,  and 
suggested  that  it  might  be  connected  with  a study  of  religious  language. 
Mr.  DAVIES  pointed  out  that  a study  of  this  nature  was  envisaged  in  the 
recommendation  for  a study  entitled  "From  Exegesis  to  Proclamation".  It 
was  pointed  out  that  the  hermeneutics  study  had  also  been  financed  by 
the  Division  of  Studies,  and  so  it  would  be  difficult  to  make  detailed 
plans  for  future  continuation  without  consultation  with  the  personnel  of 
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the  Division.  Professor  MI NEAR  suggested  that  a study  of  biblical 
exegesis  by  a group  composed  half  of  Orthodox  members  and  half  of  mem- 
bers of  other  churches  would  be  very  valuable.  Another  group  doing  the 
study  on  exegesis  and  proclamation  might  have  a membership  consisting 
half  of  theologians  and  half  of  communications  experts.  It  was  finally 
decided  to  leave  detailed  planning  to  the  staff  after  consultation  with 
the  Division  of  Studies. 

The  Patristic  Study  group  had  recommended  a detailed  study  of  the 
Council  of  Chalcedon,  and  it  was  hoped  that  it  might  be  possible  to 
involve  some  Roman  Catholic  participants  in  this,  since  this  Council 
was  one  which  was  recognized  by  both  eastern  and  western  churches. 
Professor  FLOROVSKY  underlined  that  this  study  could  be  of  importance 
also  for  the  conversations  between  Chalcedonian  and  non-Chalcedonian 
churches . 

(6)  Report  of  Section  V (General  Faith  and  Order  Problems) 


It  was  assumed  that  the  Secretariat  would  deal  with  the  recommend- 
ations concerning  world  confessional  organizations,  and  it  was  hoped 
that  the  proposal  for  the  appointment  of  liaison  officers  from  such  bod- 
ies might  prove  to  be  possible.  Principal  CHAMPION  hoped  it  could  be 
agreed  that  any  person  so  appointed  should  not  be  a member  of  the  Faith 
and  Order  Commission,  in  order  to  avoid  complications  with  regard  to  the 
overlapping  of  functions.  Mr.  DAVIES  agreed  to  raise  the  question  of 
the  appointment  of  a liaison  officer  from  the  World  Methodist  Council 
when  he  attended  the  next  meeting  of  that  body  shortly. 

Report  of  the  Nominations  Sub- committee 

Dr.  TAYLOR  reported  on  the  work  of  this  Sub- committee  with  regard 
to  the  preparation  of  a list  for  Commission  membership  to  be  presented 
for  consideration  at  the  Assembly  at  Uppsala  in  1968.  He  reminded  the 
Committee  that  a confidential  list  had  been  circulated  to  Commission 
members  at  Bristol  asking  for  suggestions  and  comments,  and  as  a result 
of  these  a list  had  been  drawn  up  representing  as  fair  a balance  as  was 
possible  both  conf essionally  and  geographically.  The  Sub- committee 
had  agreed  to  Dr.  Taylor's  suggestion  that  in  order  to  lighten  the  load 
on  the  Faith  and  Order  staff,  he  himself  should  make  enquiries  about  the 
North  American  candidates,  both  as  to  their  personal  willingness  to 
stand  for  nomination  and  as  to  their  acceptability  to  their  member  chur- 
ches. This  offer  was  gratefully  accepted. 

The  Sub- committee  also  recommended  that  Professor  SKYDSGAARD,  who 
had  resigned  from  the  Commission,  might  be  appointed  as  a Research 
Consultant.  In  this  way  his  invaluable  experience  could  still  be  made 
available  to  the  Commission.  This  suggestion  received  unanimous  supp- 
ort, and  it  was  therefore  AGREED  that  the  Secretariat  should  write  to 
Professor  Skydsgaard  and  invite  him  to  accept  this  appointment. 
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There  was  some  discussion  about  the  increase  of  Commission  member- 
ship from  120  to  150.  It  was  noted  that  this  change  still  needed  to 
be  approved  by  the  Central  Committee,  but  that  as  soon  as  this  appro- 
val was  given  the  Working  Committee  was  authorized  to  "move  towards 
the  gradual  realization  of  this  aim".  After  some  discussion  it  was 
agreed  that  up  to  15  additional  members  from  non-member  churches  could 
be  nominated  for  election  by  the  Uppsala  Assembly.  It  was  assumed  that 
the  usual  Faith  and  Order  procedure  for  appointing  members  would  obtain 
in  their  case  also.  The  matter  was  left  to  the  Nominations  Sub- comm- 
ittee which  was  asked  to  make  further  inquiries  and  to  prepare  the  list 
in  consultation  with  the  officers. 

Staff  Appointment 

With  regard  to  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  departure  of 
Dr.  HANDSPICKER,  a list  of  names  with  brief  curricula  vitae  was  produ- 
ced for  discussion.  From  this  a short  list  of  candidates  (in  order  of 
preference)  was  drawn  up,  and  the  Secretariat  was  instructed  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  issuing  of  an  invitation,  in  the  hope  of  being  able  to 
receive  an  acceptance  in  time  for  approval  by  the  Nominations  Committee 
of  the  Central  Committee  at  the  meeting  at  Crete  later  in  the  month. 


Future  meetings 

After  some  discussion  concerning  dates  and  places,  it  was  decided 
to  have  a brief  meeting  in  Uppsala  immediately  before  the  Assembly  (on 
July  3),  followed  by  a three-day  meeting  immediately  upon  the  close  of 
the  Assembly  (July  21-24)  at  a place  to  be  decided.  It  was  suggested 
that  Sigtuna  might  be  a possible  meeting  place.  Some  members  urged 
that  meeting  dates  for  1969  be  set  as  soon  as  possible,  and  it  was 
requested  that  the  dates  for  the  Commission  meeting  in  1970  be  made 
known  by  the  time  of  the  Assembly  at  the  latest.  Professor  CHITESCU 
suggested  that  it  might  be  possible  to  hold  the  1969  meeting  in 
Bucharest,  and  Dr.  VISCHER  undertook  to  look  into  this  with  the  Ruman- 
ian delegation  at  Crete.  Professor  SMOLIK  indicated  that  he  was  in  a 
position  to  offer  an  invitation  to  hold  the  1969  meeting  in  Prague. 

But  it  was  decided  to  leave  the  question  open  until  after  an  investi- 
gation had  been  made  concerning  the  meeting  places  for  other  WCC 
bodies  during  the  next  two  years.  Dr.  TAYLOR  urged  that  because  of 
the  difficulties  of  members  from  the  DDR  the  Working  Committee  should 
meet  as  often  as  possible  in  East  European  or  neutral  countries. 

Publication  of  proceedings 

Dr.  VISCHER  announced  that  it  was  planned  to  publish  a rather 
large  volume  to  report  on  the  meeting.  It  would  include  nearly  all 
the  preliminary  papers  prepared  for  the  Commission,  the  minutes  of 
plenary  sessions  and  the  reports  of  the  Sections.  Included  also  will 
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be  the  list  of  attendance  at  the  Bristol  meeting  and  a list  of  those 
who  have  participated  in  the  various  studies.  A limited  amount  of 
money  was  available  to  help  underwrite  the  publication  of  this  volume 
by  the  WCC  publications  office;  we  would  support  the  publication  by 
buying  copies  for  distribution.  Dr.  TAYLOR  added  that  there  should 
be  a copy  of  the  new  Constitution  in  the  minutes  as  well,  and  this  was 
AGREED.  Dr.  VISCHER  also  stated  that  some  of  the  documents  would  be 
published  in  German  as  a Beihef t to  the  flkumenische  Rundschau. 

Substitutes  at  Working  Committee  meetings 

Professor  NELSON  proposed  the  following  motion  for  inclusion  in 
the  minutes  as  a guide  to  future  procedures  at  Working  Committee  meet- 
ings; 


"In  giving  notice  of  annual  meetings  the  Secretariat 
should  advise  members  of  the  Working  Committee  that 
substitutes  should  be  sent  by  them  only  in  most 
exceptional  circumstances,  and  that  such  substitutes 
will  be  accorded  voice  but  not  vote  in  the  Committee's 
business" . 

In  speaking  to  his  motion,  Professor  Nelson  underlined  the  importance 
that  those  participating  in  Working  Committee  meetings  have  a full  know- 
ledge of  matters  under  discussion.  In  such  a small  group  it  would  be 
unwise  to  have  participants  voting  on  matters  about  which  they  knew 
little.  After  some  discussion  it  was  AGREED  that  it  would  be  much 
clearer  to  refer  to  substitutes  rather  than  proxies  at  Working  Commi- 
ttee meetings.  The  Committee  then  ACCEPTED  the  motion  unanimously. 

Other  business 

It  was  AGREED  that  the  Working  Committee's  special  thanks  should 
be  expressed  to  Dr.  GEORGE  BEAZLEY  and  Dr.  HANFRIED  KRUGER  for  their 
willing  co-operation  in  the  matter  of  publication  of  Faith  and  Order 
documents,  and  to  Professor  ERICH  DINKLER  for  his  valuable  work  in 
connection  with  the  studies  on  hermeneutics  and  the  Church  and  the 
Jewish  People. 

The  meeting  closed  at  12.30  p.m.  with  a blessing  given  by  the 
BISHOP  OF  BRISTOL. 
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